Conservation and management of freshwater, tree-dominated wetlands in Central and South-Eastern Europe
Background
2011 has been declared the International year of forests. The Ramsar Convention celebrates its 40th anniversary under the theme „Forests for Water and Wetlands“. 825 of Ramsar Sites covering a total area of over 79 million hectares, have at least some forested wetlands within their boundaries, which equals 53% oft he global Ramsar Site area.
Freshwater, tree dominated wetlands are flooded forests that are either permanently or seasonally inundated with freshwater.  In a catchment forests play a dual role both as a vital part of the water cycle and as a strong influence on how water is routed through the catchment and stored.
The new hierarchical classification system of European forest types
 identifies under category 12. Floodplain forests the following types:
12-1 Riparian forests oft he boreal, boreo-nemoral and nemoral zone growing on low-lying areas and organic soils frequently flooded and close to river channels domintated by species oft he Alnus, Betula, Populus and Salix (Relationship to EUNIS Habitat Clssification G1.1 – Riparian and gallery woodland with dominant alder, birch, poplar and willow).

12.2 Fluvial forests oft he boreal, boreo-nemoral and nemoral zone, growing on less frequently flooded mineral soils of floodplains, beside slow- and fast-flowing rivers, sometimes strcturally complex and species-rich, the gree layer is characterised by mixtures of Alnus, Frxinus, Populus, Quercus, Ulmus and Salix (relationship to EUNIS Habitat Clssification G1.2 – Mixed riparian floodplain and gallery woodland).

12.3 Mediterranean and Macaronesian riparian forests similar to 12.1-2. With additions of local species e.g. fraxinus angustifolia, Paltanus orientalis, Alnus orinetalis etc..

The riparian or alluvial hydrological regime determines the appearance of forests under this category, generally close to main European river channels.  The conservationa and restoration of these riparian forests is the main focus of forest management today.

The natural vegetation of Euorpe (Bohn et al. 2000) shows a quite significant area of vegatation of floodplains and esturaries in Central and South-East Europe that contains therefore a number of important freshwater, tree-dominated wetlands. Extensive alluvial forests (about 80.000 ha) are found in the borderland of Austria, Slovakia, Czech Republic and Hungary between Vienna and Györ as Donauauen National Park, Thaya National Park, March Nature Reserve, Morava Floodplain
· at the lower reaches of the Drava river (Danube-Drava National Park, Kopački rit Nature Park, Gornje Podunavlje)

· at the Central Sava River Basin LPNP as part of the most extensive complex of alluvial hardwood forests in the Western Palaearctic

· Skutari 5000 ha softwood riparian forests

· Buna (Albanien) hardwood riparian forests

· Neretva in Bosnia-Hercegovina

· Livanjsko polje 6000 ha
Themes
1.
Natural determinants
Biodiversity: Forests usually contain higher biodiversity than other types of terrestrial ecosystems, particularly floodplain forests. Are floodplain forests hot-spots of biodiversity?

Complexity: many species have evolved within a matrix of diverse natural forest habitats with a great variety of ecological niches (e.g. diverse levels of shading, nutrient cycling, water retention, humidity, micro-climate effects, diverse tree strucutres, inundation.  What makes the complexity of our riparian hardwood forests and how can we protect it?

Ecological isolation: The deforestation, or radical simplification of forest ecosystems surrounding protected areas is leading to the increasing ecological isolation of protected forests. Increased ecological isolationis also considered by most ecologists to significantly increase the vulnerability of Protected areas to climate change. How can we ensure the integrity of floodplain forest ecosystems?
2.
The anthropogenic footprint

Additional values: Freshwater tree-dominated wetlands can be an essential attribute of a cultural landscape and represent the combined works of nature and man. Do 
Threats:
3.
Comparative Analysis

Extent and nature of Floodplain Forests, relative importance of Floodplain Forests to global forest conservation, threat intensity to which Floodplain Forests are subjected, 
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