White-tailed Eagle Protection
Programme in Hungary
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Thie whilc-tailed cagle is the largest
of prey existing in Hungary, Its

yellow,
Adult coloration will by seguired enly =
iy the age of 56 years when he cagles
reach sexual maturiy.

0f food, ol forest stands suitable fior nestig. The majority of their doet is made up by fish which are
taken without plunging it the wates, c In thet case of the asprey. Among waterfowl, coots and
albands are takes the meost often. In 3 Transdasabia, dbells of pond terrapina are also regularly
fowmd under white-tailed eagle nests.

The most important hahitats in Hung: the flcodplains of our larger rivers, and the foresicd
surscundings of fishponds i Transdanuhisg




Typical eagle habii

the nesting sises ane located in saftwood or fardwood
i beech woods andklder be

of the brm\!mL
nest in poplar wees (black, white and
i . oaks ll’\dumulllc.

a few cases of nesting in beech, narrow-
leaved ash, Scots pine, aler and black
walsen mrees. The size of individual nests
keeps growing year af

everal decades ol

con e gh e $0-1 20 e wide.
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1n 2007, Bird Life Hesgary (one of the liunchers of the programme i 1957} ssd Somogy Nalure
Comservation Society signed 2 co-operaiion agrecment with Duna-Drava National Park Dinioeate
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Practical u

Surveying ond continsows control of
habitats, scaschisg for new nesting paars.

~Bringing the most important habitats under

protection, barmonsieg the conservation
messures with the authoritses, implying the
required sempeoral and spatial restrictions.

~Performing mosdloriag sctivities, reconding
breoding renulis. surveying the wisiering
populations. recordisg data of other types.

-Insmalling artificial nests o encoumge
setlfing of more eagles, and 1o improve
Breeding conditions of eaghe pairs nestin
forest stands with umfavourable trec
Iranch structuse,

~Marking the cagle chicks & pant of
calous ringing programise. ;

Winter feeding that assists the
wintering of mesthy the young birds
the provisson of poison-froe food, and
facilitates the readisg of coloured rings.

-Establishing co-operation with stake-
belders.

-Insulation of the spporting ssructure of
mid-voltage clectric lines near the breeding
and fecding aneas,

-Medical treatment of injured or weak
ndividuals, =nd relessing thems later, if
possible.

-Awareness-raising and cducation, cstab-
lishing co-operation with the affected or
Emvalved social and ecomcmic groups.



When the project was Launched, an impo cctive wus o provide usdisurbied condurions
near ecsing localities and sround the eests ves (i cases when it bs reascruble, cven the
inatiation of area protection was reconsme sidhes the necessary discussions, checkis
mdﬂncmlcl,iumuxpwlnnmnndmdm. ni e sucoess rate of nestings. 1t was ot
2004, after an d by thg Birds of Section of Bind Life Hungary that
we started climbisg up 1o oceupied nests too. THIR S when ue]»um!\hc European white-tadled
‘Hungany's co iny
Carpathian Basin}is a combination o/ black reen lower band oa the ring. In May
year, just befiare the fledged chicks ane about 5o BNE the nests, one of these coloured rings bead
identification sumbers & snached 10 oee f fanother oz, which siges the year of ring
alsowitl 3 identity code is fived on the adser. |

As revealed by observation da
colour-ringed birds, the northgm
populations asrive in Hungary mosaly (o
Poland, Russia, Fialand, Sweden and M
Baltsc states, o stay in the plain region
areas of the coustry {aress of the N

Western Plain, Hostohdgy and nﬁ
cousty), Binds with Hungarian rings hite
been observed and their mumbers read E

Romania, Paland, Jhusla and A
Within cur country, it i mosily yousg
Birds that tend 50 mlyalc. sy m'ﬂ
Hartobagy eepice

Inieresting  nform have been collecsed

dusing the ringing j.mg.mm abost :be feeding <.r
hi led eagles. In the case af'p:

fishpands of South-Transdanubia, prey menl nr P
the following food types (in decreasing order of
Freqency \: carp, grass car, silver carp, mallard, coot,
pord terapin. In the sumoundings of natural waters
primarily rivers they prey on white fish (breams),
pike, mallard and coot. In the plain region, further
srway from Larger waser hodies the most frequent foed
ivemns are pheasant, coot and hare. s arcas with game
animals: remains of roe deer, fallow deer, wild boar
and red deer, lefl im sita by hunters. More rarely it can
happen that langer waterhinds are taken by the cagles,
such as grey heroa, somesimes even black sicrk. One
of the most interesting obscrvations i the case of
buzzard mestlings found in white-tailed esgle nests,
which has been reconded four times in Hungary so Far
The mest probable reasan for such cases is that the
parent birds take buzzard chicks from their nest as
prey. and if the chicks survive the transportation, their




Surveving the wintering pop

Regular syscheceons surveys of birds of prey are 088 in the plais regions (Békés, Csor
countis, Hotohigy and the Nort-Wester Faim). i since 2004 the ansul natioeal

m year,
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The breeding populstion in Cestral-Europe,
including Hungary, & permanent, whereas the
young, immature birds migrate. Migrating and
winlering eagles arrive in winlertime mostly from
moqthern areas. According 1o ohservations, the
arrival of individusts from the north stans sound the

of Seplember, with
the: & diringil ib
15ih October and 15th November. I milder wisers
they sty for the entire season, but in harsh winter
wether they comtinue their journey towards the
south-southcast.  Migration towards the morth
normally reaches its peak in Frbmary, somsctines in
Jamaary o March, depending an the weather
Because this is the time when individusls of the
nerthers populations and those from the Carpatbisn
EBasinare [skely to meet, it can appen that Hungarisn
paixs are abready beooding their eggs, and the caghes
v e nogth are seill in their migration, The size of

reach or evem exceed 800- 1000 individuals.



Major threatening factors

The majority of white-tailed cagles
mostly in the wimter pericd are killes
electric shock, and another  inci
peopartion fall victim 10 paison
Fusthermore, in the case of the strengthen
South-Transdanubian popslations,
killed im fights for termories are found
frequently, either near the nests or
insade the mest.

The number of caghe casualties caused
by electrocution can be reduced by a bird-
friendly transformation of the electric ling
metwork, in co-operation with the
electricity companics. As pat of such
activities, the dangeroms poles and
miisfiemens asc changed of replaced, snd
imsulated cables arc instalbed with them

Past mortem analyses of white-tailed
cagles killed by poisoning indicatcd
carbofuras foxication in many cases but
also heavy metals were sdentified in a fow
oCCAsions
In the case poisaning with carbofuran,
i thse eaghes are handed cver 1o the parure
comicrvation ranger service shorily after
exposure 1o the chemical, atropine
imjections are applied and the exgles can be
wsually saved from being killed.



Nest guarding, buffer zones

Mewt gaurding was done only in a
cascs, mostly in the Hortobagy region. [a the cas
white-tailed eagles this does not have
impotance aparn frim & few spocial cases
disturbance can arive from all directions,
Ilocking the estire anea and guasding i, we co
Just as disturhing. It is very imponiant m wi
tailed eale protection that the necessary
measures are made separately in each indin
case. These are beeeding pairs  especially
young ones that bl their nests in ancas aing
affected by certain degree of distarbance |
reads, rafhway lines, inhabited areas, farmho
fishponds, eic.), thus they tolerate disturh
However, i the case of pairs mesting in undistu
localstics, sesteng cam bocome unsuceessful ev
minor disturbance i experienced

e avaided and i s 1 hasic princ

eaglep hat disturhing works are
designated protection zeme, and it b

brecding,
dvancing sway from the mest and not the other
Fund, 1f dems 30, U

stan beceding (asea-Fdelity is very strony
done with 2 restriction of a ciroslar sonc.
b prohsbited throaghent the vear.
sablished,

been finished, exchoding the inner circle 9l
il Buasiod on individual sensisivity
and particslar exscs. For exasmple. in the
case of pairs nesting in tree laes, oo
solitary irees or beside glades, it i not
recessary to mark balf of a 100 m radius
cirche, hecasie it I8 assemed that the
binks selecied the mesting location -
because of the particular siructure of i
fonear, allwsng cavy seveis by gliding.
Thiss. in such 3 e 3 protostion fone
with & radius of about twice the tree
height (cca. $0-60 m) can be encugh.
als considerisg the strenpth of the oe
saand in the surmoundisgs




Artificial nests

Ifit i i ing i

dermagein 3 fogest with nmnl\ﬂ!le tree hnnch S
etificial :

shape of cca. | m dismcter), filled in situ »ﬂh brancl

Antificial nests have been mnl'llecti-m |m first
egson, Svenogy county, Horobd
Western Plain Reglom, all these wlull!uu lbeln L]
artificial nests occurmed where they were installed to
reason, or just mear the location the old one used 1o ex)
almln'lnblub:\ﬂvm there had not been :m;rmml\k
in such

ncar anificial ncstsy eilher in the aetificial nests them
artificial one. The impertance of artificial nests
scontimuousty grow.




Winter feeding

e T 1 a i b

counsy (Biharagral. Csongrdd county, Ilmobag). Lo
mllrylldiomngyom-ly It is important that by
chemial-free, pon-loxic food. Feeding is beneficial

dharing wister hunting. Im the same areas, there is also an Sbi
nateral winter mortality o wounding.

1 is during wiser focdings that the chanees arc the best
for reconting bisds with coloured rings; at such times,
mensbers of the public interested can alsa be invited 10
the progranme, and photographing is best done in that
period. Just like with artificial mests, fooding is
ecoming less important as the populations gradubly
increase. In special cases, boweves, it can be justified,
firsily im order w0 encourage new settling of cagles (ihe
first successful while-tailed cage nesting in the
Hungarian Geest Plain in 1987 ocosmed in the Middle-
Tisza region probably duc to winler feeding that had
oca launched back i 1976). and partly for replenishing
fiood in cases of waler pedlution or contamination with
toics (e the e of ryaa»d«mmlun i river
Tisza). Fi
the wintering places af cagles,
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